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¥1 think I made my mistake,”}

he rode out of town,
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mriess¥re over., He tuxned in hlS saddle, and f
: ndge back of Gentry he saw another signal.
he looked, it died out and was gone. Someb¢

nd the chaparral.
Taking a sight on that first signal, he started towd
paqsmg Frisby’s road without turning in.
. s only one reason of which he could thi
Fgnal now. Somebody in town would B

Pen nohhed or that he was riding. Probably the f
er. He, Rossiter reflected, was only a cow town la
r, and not a man to be feared.
He rode into Yucca Canyon and followed it nor
nen climbed the steel dust out of lt sklrted the mes
it chapa
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si;mg Sprague in thd
‘0 swung the gun. He felt

Bill touched his lips with his tongue. “For a law-
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glrls it would
. At sundown,

A6 gAd two ounces of gold.
iS@iiled at him. “My! You’'ve worked hard! How
'go? Did Janey bother you?”

“Naw!” he said. “I didn't even know she was

b__Oh, you didn't?” She flounced
attling pans.

eply puzzled. Em put her
at's all right, Tandy,” she

ihe edge of the wood : ,

Tandy stared after heg e leesly and then dried
his hands and followed. "Look he protested. “I
didn't—" - .
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%, "0 you were in Dodge,” Kilkenny said, “dir 8"
;a'or hang out at the Kansas House?"’ y Q?
Turngp face seemed to tighten and his eyes r
K -d, - »mber the place,” he said.

X o
¢ w deep on his cigarette. “F Qi p#
that {Q dove Turner. You're through h' Q Stigud

4

\
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throug] "0t Ly nott £.19 S g S 7 Went

not wthing ong 19
througl 0 othing nothing ng Of the

people nO“ AOthA] 'xothmr' notnmgm dis-
liked £ nothity nothw g thing lived
sothinged up.

only fo not 'y Sthir.d . % i
Yo nOt £hing re not“m;u off,”
-
Kilkeny 2ot 0t gl gr av "l ‘sloody

nothing nd not m" LT

fgf’;q not} not nothing ™
not not.
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were ¢ DOthing n
. nothing noteeng
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nothing
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£ a v gy e dia o u e,
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‘\ any stepped in close to Turn.
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“Open the safe, Hill,” Turner said, "‘we’re getting out.

I've just had a shoot-up with Kilkenny.” #.
Hillmagdeakedincemedulons, and the lif ¢ # ¢ man
-l lhat gunfighter &5 5—he
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bulged, Sutton added, “And don’t get ap
know just how much the
sonally accounizlé
heart pound d

ef every dime of
Seven thousand _dollare

ther men in Pmk l.ucas s gang, but this was sorely
tempting,.

Sutton watched him stow the bags carcfullv into
the safe, and when the door W i b

dn't see, but two
n his chair and Opé

1 dollars,”
 Johnny Sutton’s

ole it off him!"
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L You open your tace

pain,” Johnny said calmly,

““an hful of loose teeth. Shuffle
those ca Chw Thls wnll teach all of you a-lesson
you’ll rgiilimber next time you try to take a harmless
old ma ho's just passin’ t cut!”’

The ¥ looked at the ca aste,
then, bé rently, he looked time
I cut asihnt, and it's on t f the
old ma s he gets it all,

The gitarted forward s , but
Sutton d her back. “All “but
with yo rmission Il cut ed a
thumb t§ d the old man.

The ¢ er looked up and his hard eyes bright-
ened wi lalice. “Why, sure! You cut for him!"”" He
gatherec§ cards and shuffled them briefly, then
slappedgl leck on the tahlawand took hold with his
thumb iddle finge e asked, and at
Johnny he cut the caPe™ owed a queen of
hearts, imiled.

Jo bned over and sha
fingers, fstruck them slighf

At the gambler’s fac
and he @@ ed the arms of
ace of cigliSutton was showil
Sutton 3 uietly.

SGEySutton - slid sudd
EPPeCHEK. from the table, P& up the money. Tie
Fup I Sething.and we'll [ His black eyes
held g st malBhe advised, “don’t

usefa deck with slick aces.”§ § =
Sainites - gL fe e 1z _.;.E.-. ith ha-

i the deck with his
and split the deck.
ent white with fury
thair, staring at the

“Your own deck,”

to his feet and

tred and pent—up
As the g1rl m
looked th
o if thene is any more trouble durmg my stay in thls
town, I'll burn the place to the ground and the ones
'ho are lucky wﬂl 8o to |a11 o
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ntane of the men threw his rifle

same mes@
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Or a rider

| chuckled then fired
horses’ feet. Several
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. shotgun rested on-the-back of a chair with' the muz=
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likgf'a man sudenl) awakened_# unfamiliar sur-
rou Wi e EEEESSIfcthing was expected
of him.

“He asked #Or it,” he said then, striving for that
hard, confidght tone that would convince them he

was a mag@ not be trifled with. Inside he was
quivering it » .
h which he looked upd §.>

i kill e the realization that he Trae
fended himself quccessful]y in <g;> battle The
though filled him sitheclagio
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becaus§ in the daily round of a
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office sorf talk o@;ufgbau Pl
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puntry. He cut hay in the ne

ed it for the winter feeding.

no trouble, and expected none

orking man who had never
i hfe.

umnes seen
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! lamp on the ta
you put me :

there was a dug-out and sod-f
nd he went to it, kicked j
door open. It

a and the mang
ipped off saddle and bridle
#hof hay he wiped the snow lr._‘.'\
r he had filled the g
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yut down his knife and fork. “Now, see

an starts runnin’, he
in. ’roba-
in your life as yewct

BerRgn never looked up.
doesn’t s : 1 TUN ONCE
bly yvou never had o

sopemsimaay s happens,
features flust Hid t]
) nk he was? If adn’ or fhe sigfm
he we have taken his ' Fhere
| were four O

“You said that before 2 i no e, You
didn’t even meet up wif - Fomine, you
get four men together ar 15 tff take the
lead, and nobody wants d fther face
four men any time than &

“Easy to talk.”

Benton went to the ¢ Mffe@ot. “You
get yourself a shotgun. Ko erf and you
walk right in on them RYc ‘e @hem any

chance to talk, you just tdgl them®if they@walgt trouble
they’ve got it and to cut | i Thig 11 back
down so fast it will make .
“And if they don't?”
““Then shoot ‘em.”
Hurley snorted co
ing out here ermit .
“A who won't fight fo
gumaee. Benton said. “You tal
started to rise f
cle 1gh.
Benton looked u
“You set down, M
about to be scared o
out of the cou ——
man gfnned sardonically. “Anyway, y8
togeem fircside for that storm out the
@ t down helpless and angry. B
ishes and carried them to the sink, then,

e
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't back down his thrgliDHskKine ]

epped into the

body, half buried
Stooping, Hurlé

him to the door, which he 3%

stepped inside. Then he ret
The body was that of Benton

the old mang 4 7o
Stretchi ,“-\“7“-‘-‘,‘?""’-' = o b

had been bl
ring the coq ,;'t
to warm
warmth wiy
Then he crg@Bse
trouser legld
binding sp n
to sit up. 4
“Lie stilgg
Benton
ley turned

glass and g
Sald “Micht - I 1'e-9eC
stay out i t e cold, B NSIAE Wa
up.ll
Benton drank
back to Hurley.
“Last thing
h . i my-
. that was all.”
pblained how he ha

d handed the glass

cizmmnlso ¥

the d& and snow swirling
Then gemark reached
“You say y@ oise at the barn?

Benton nodd tter go see what's wrong.”
The Talbots ... g out there. They

w he would come for hi e barn w;
- They could be out thEgEWAIGAS I shoot
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n right, after all, and the way
et e N
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That,of YN N,

were, he
death, ar M M
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He turned - o . id.
“You get br M '
\ <red
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it didn’t ake long to clear up.




